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Almighty God, 

giver of every good gift: Look graciously on your 

Church, and so guide the minds of those who shall 

choose a Bishop for this diocese that we may receive 

a faithful pastor who will preach the Gospel, care for 

your people, equip us for ministry, and lead us forth 

in fulfillment of the Great Commission; through 

Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen.

Diocesan Profile

Bishop’s Search - 2022

For the Calendar, Timeline and FAQ’s 
please go to the Bishop’s Search Website:

https://dcfsearch.org/
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Dear Brothers and  
Sisters in Christ,

Thank you for your interest in discerning 
with us the call for the 5th Bishop of the 
Diocese of Central Florida.

Our profile below provides a succinct, but 
accurate, representation of who we are as a 
diocese and the type of person we believe our 
Lord is calling to walk with us in ministry.  
It is our heartfelt prayer that as you navigate 
through this virtual document, you will see 
the hand of the Lord on this diocese from 
the earliest days of the Gospel’s spread up to 
the present.

The Diocese of Central Florida is large and 
geographically and ethnically diverse.  
The diocese extends across rural farming 
communities; quaint small towns and urban 
and coastal areas.  We have tourist attractions 
visited by people from around the world; a 
medical research center; a space program; 
beautiful beaches; and rapidly growing 
retirement communities.  Our diocese is 
home to some of the wealthiest enclaves in 
the United States, as well as economically 
challenged neighborhoods.  The state of 
Florida has grown tremendously in recent 

years and is expected to continue in growth.
Our next Bishop will be a person who will be 
willing and able to minister to a broad cross-
section of people. Most importantly, we seek 
someone who will preach and articulate the 
Gospel and be a faithful follower of Jesus 
Christ; everything else is secondary.

Our profile is filled with information to help 
you discern if our Lord is calling you to be our 
next Bishop.  We’ve taken a novel approach in 
that much of our profile is linked to resources 
across the Internet.  Enclosed you will find 
a timeline of the history of our diocese 
followed by a video titled “Remembering for 
the Sake of Our Future” although now nearly 
a decade old, contains personal testimonies 
which, together with the Black and Hispanic 
heritage narratives and video links provided 
by our brothers and sisters within those 
communities, will help you get something of 
a feel for our diocesan heritage. 

There are links to demographic information 
including population growth; family 
structure; age groups; housing types; 
education levels; economic indicators; 
and culture.  A graphic of each of our 
five deaneries is provided along with a 
website link to every Parish so that these 
congregations can speak with their own 
voice. Bishop Greg Brewer’s address to 

Introduction
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the 53rd Diocesan Convention highlights some of our diocesan ministries. Other diocesan 
commissions, ministries and schools are then listed with links to their websites.  Finally, you 
will find our Discernment Conversations section.  The Discernment Conversations consisted 
of nearly twenty onsite and virtual gatherings across the diocese in which people were asked a 
series of questions to assess and understand our strengths and areas for growth.  You will see 
a paragraph for each question which seeks to capture the recurring themes in each of these 
meetings across the diocese.

We invite you to study this profile and seek to discern whether our Lord is calling you here to 
the Diocese of Central Florida.  At the end of the profile, you will read our Conclusion and our 
process for nominations.

Thank you for your interest in our diocese and may 
our Lord grant us all wisdom in our Discernment.

Yours in Christ,
The Search Committee

Romans 12:2

“ D o  n o t  b e  c o n f o r m e d  t o  t h i s  w o r l d ,  b u t  b e 

t r a n s f o r m e d  b y  t h e  r e n e w i n g  o f  y o u r  m i n d s ,  s o  t h a t 

y o u  m a y  d i s c e r n  w h a t  i s  t h e  w i l l  o f  G o d — w h a t  i s  g o o d 

a n d  a c c e p t a b l e  a n d  p e r f e c t . ” 
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History of the Diocese (1750-1851)

1763-1783
1784

1750

1850

1800

1827

1822

1832

1825

1838

1845

Nine Church of England clergymen were 
licensed by the Bishop of London to 

officiate in Florida.
Spain gained control of Florida.

President James Madison 
annexed parts of Florida.

St. John’s, Tallahassee was established 
as a mission.

Florida became an organized 
territory of the United States.

Christ Church, Pensacola was 
completed and consecrated by 
missionary bishop, The Rt. Rev. 

Jackson Kemper.
St. Paul’s, Key West was organized.

Trinity Church, St. Augustine 
was organized.

The individual missions were formed into a 
Diocese and the first diocesan convention 
was held and a petition sent to the General 
Convention of the Protestant Episcopal Church in 
the United States of America requesting that it be 
received into the Union as a diocese. The bishop 
of Tennessee was invited to perform Episcopal 
duties in the absence of a Diocesan Bishop.Florida admitted to 

the Union.

1851
The Rev. Francis Huger Rutledge, rector of St. 
John’s, Tallahassee was elected as the first Bishop 
of the Diocese of Florida. Since there were no 
funds to pay for a bishop, the Rt. Rev. Rutledge 
remained a stipendiary rector of St. John’s. He 
envisioned a vigorous missionary program over the 
56,000 square miles where there were few roads, 
no rail and erratic steamboat travel.

1848-1866
There was dramatic population 

growth with slightly less 
than 50% of the population 
comprised of freed blacks.

1810 

The following timeline of the History of the diocese is compiled from “A Goodly Heritage” and “Sound 
of Bells” by Joseph D. Cushman, Jr. and from various articles in the Central Florida Episcopalian by 
Beatrice Wilder.
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History of the Diocese (1860-1869)

1860
The cornerstone of the University of 

the South was laid. 1861
Florida voted to sever ties with the Union, 
and the Diocese of Florida voted to leave 
the Protestant Episcopal Church of the 
United States of America.1866

The Diocese of Florida voted to 
place the Diocese once again 

under the Constitution and 
Canons of the Protestant 

Episcopal Church of the 
United States of America. 

Bishop Rutledge died.

1867

1868St. Paul’s, Key West ministered to 
refugee families when thousands 

of political refugees arrived in Key 
West from Cuba.

1869
Bishop Young ordained the first African 
American to the diaconate in the 
diocese.

The Rev. John Freeman Young was elected 
the second Bishop of the Diocese of 
Florida. He was very interested in education, 
particularly the education of freed blacks. 
One of his strongest supporters in this 
endeavor was Harriet Beecher Stowe who 
was a recent convert to Anglicanism. He was 
also a great authority on liturgics and was a 
skilled musician whose translation of Stille 
Nacht is in The Hymnal. He was, however, 
primarily a missionary bishop. During his 
episcopate many Carpenter Gothic churches 
were built using plans drawn up by his 
friend, architect Richard Upjohn.
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1900

Bishop Young was petitioned by Cuban 
refugees to establish an Episcopal Church 

in Key West which would hold services in 
Spanish. He ordered 200 BCPs from New 

York and appointed Mr. Juan Baez to be a 
Lay Reader to the group and subsequently 

ordained him and placed him in charge of St. 
John’s Mission. Within a year over 300 people 

were attending the Spanish speaking services.

1883-1885
Bishop Young was petitioned by a group of 
258 from Matanzas, Cuba to establish an 
Episcopal congregation there and in 1884 
he and Rev. Baez led services in Matanzas 
and Havana, Cuba. The following year 
there were 325 new communicants. Bishop 
Young died in 1885.

1886
Bishop Weed was elected as the 

third bishop of the Diocese 
of Florida. During the first two 

years of his episcopate four 
African American congregations 

were established and two African 
American delegates attended the 

1888 Diocesan Convention.

1892
A petition was presented to the General 
Convention requesting a partition of 
the diocese and the formation of a 
missionary district. The Rev. William Crane 
Gray was appointed as the Bishop of the 
Missionary District of Southern Florida 
and 47 parishes, organized missions, and 
mission stations were transferred to the 
new missionary district.1893

The first diocesan convention was 
held at Holy Cross Church in Sanford. 
Bishop Gray’s primary focus was the 

Seminole Indian communities who 
had escaped the forced evacuations 
by the Federal Government and had 

settled in the Everglades.

1895
The Great Freeze almost wiped out the 
citrus industry and a majority of the English 
communities that had been established in 
the 1880’s were ruined with many settlers 
returning to England.

1914
Bishop Cameron Mann became the 

bishop of the Missionary District of 
Southern Florida.

1922
The Missionary District of Southern 
Florida was admitted as the Diocese 
of South Florida. In 1923 the primary 
convention of the new diocese was held at 
St. Luke’s Cathedral in Orlando.

1875-1876

History of the Diocese (1875-1922)
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1950

2000

1932
Bishop Mann died and was succeeded 
by the Bishop Coadjutor, John Durham 

Wing, whose ministry was focused 
on eliminating the diocesan debt 

and increasing support for diocesan 
programs in social services. During 
Bishop Wing’s tenure the number of 

communicants increased by 227%.

This growth continued under the 
Episcopate of Bishop Henry I. Louttit, Sr. 
A new mission was established every 
six weeks during the first half of his 
Episcopate. By the 1960’s the diocese 
comprised 204 congregations served by 
250 priests.

1969
The Diocese of South Florida 

received permission from a 
Special General Convention of 
the National Church to divide 

into three dioceses: Southeast 
Florida, Southwest Florida and 
Central Florida (the continuing 

diocese).

1970
The Rev. William H. Folwell, Rector of All 
Saints, Winter Park, was consecrated 
Bishop of the Diocese of Central Florida. 
Under his episcopate a dozen new missions 
were established and a number of mission 
congregations became parishes. The 1960’s, 
70’s and 80’s also saw a revival of the healing 
ministry in the diocese.

1990
Bishop John Wadsworth Howe was 
consecrated Coadjutor in 1989 and 
became diocesan in 1990. Under his 

episcopate several youth programs 
reinvigorated the ministry to youth and 

Camp Wingmann was repurchased. In 
2008, a portion of seven congregations 

disaffiliated from the Episcopal Church and 
Bishop Howe issued a Pastoral Letter that 

detailed the core values of the diocese.

2012
The Rev. Gregory O. Brewer was 
consecrated the 4th Bishop of the 
Diocese of Central Florida. One 
of the main foci of Bishop Brewer’s 
episcopate is the raising up and 
training of younger clergy.

1950’s

2022
At the 53rd Diocesan Convention 
Bishop Brewer announced plans for his 
retirement in 2023.

History of the Diocese (1932-2022)
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Remembering for the Sake of Our Future

History of the Diocese -Video

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gmuHZ-4kBU4&t=2s
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Our Black Heritage

While African Americans, and more specifically Black 
Episcopalians, have been a minority population in central Florida, 
their influence is notable as their legacies laid the groundwork 
for the development of prominent leaders, such as our Black 
Congresswoman, Val Demings; and other esteemed leaders, 
such as our Black County Mayor, Jerry Demings, who happens to 
be Congresswoman Demings’s husband. Over the years, in the 
diocese, we have had Black Rectors serving at least seven churches; 
members on the Standing Committee; Commission on Ministry; 
a National President of Daughters of the King; local President of 
ECW; and two Black members currently serving on the Bishop’s 
Search Committee. As part of a broadly diverse population of the 
area, Black members are scattered throughout a wide swath of the 
diocese. Historically and presently, there are several churches with 
overwhelmingly Black congregations that have contributed to the 
vitality of the Church. 

These churches have grounded themselves and 
their leadership in fighting for an equal voice and 

social justice in the Church and in the communities 
that surround them. They have also added the cultural 
depth of the Black experience to their mission through 
naming, advocating, and addressing social justice 
issues that have impacted their community; and 
also have reached out to seek justice as part of their 
Christian journey. 

The presence of Black 
Episcopalians in what is 

presently known as Diocese 
of Central Florida has been 
a significant factor in the 
growth and development of 
the Episcopal Church from 
the earliest days of the United 
States and of Florida. As noted 
in the Diocesan History, Black 
Americans were a part of the 
early leadership of the Church. 
Documented in the historical 
records is a Black deacon who 
was ordained in 1869. (See 
Diocesan History, page 7)

Cont’d

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1lY585A1TWTrqNJU0Pu-T9twjpUBIstER/view
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Hispanic Heritage

Our Hispanic Heritage began in the 1860’s when a group of Cuban and political refugees 
began arriving in Key West, Florida and they were ministered to by St. Paul’s Episcopal 

Church. By the 1870’s, services were being held in Spanish. Fast forward to the 1960’s, a new 
wave of Cuban refugees began arriving in the now Diocese of Central Florida, with outreach 
now being offered to them by Christ the King and Emmanuel Churches. The outreach 
ministries at Christ the King were known for owning and providing housing to families and 
Emmanuel was known for aiding in settlement of Cuban families settling in the Orlando area. 
This early outreach welcomed William J. Skilton, future Episcopal Suffragan Bishop of South 
Carolina and his family. As a priest, The Rev. Skilton pastored a large group of Dominicans 
that would later move to central Florida and serve as lay leaders today.

The 1970’s, and 1980’s, saw the development of our first Spanish language parish, now in 
central Florida, La Iglesia Episcopal La Esperanza in Orlando. This congregation mainly 
served the region’s Cuban immigrants and further developed leadership for the greater 
Church. Its last vicar, The Rev. Leo Frade, was elected Bishop of Honduras, and later South 
Florida, while still vicar at La Esperanza. This congregation was closed shortly after The Rev. 
Frade’s election to the diocesan bishop in Honduras. This parish is a direct predecessor of 
Iglesia Episcopal Jesus de Nazaret in Orlando.

Cont’d

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1XvE6zQd8Fuc74LBOujhIOv-cMwkXGWUR/view
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Demographics                 CULTURAL & SOCIETAL

We surveyed the demographic data for central Florida and found that the “average” person in 
our region is white, 47 years old, has a high school education, earns $57,000 household income, 
lives in a household of 2.5 people, commutes 26 minutes to work, and identifies as Christian. But 
when we looked at our communities and the Episcopal churches that serve them, we did not see 
averages—we saw people who live, work, and retire in areas as diverse as they are.

So, we looked beyond that one average person, and we encourage you, likewise, to look more 
deeply at the extraordinary diversity of households, languages and, races that live within our 
diocese by clicking on any of these four snapshots.  

The new bishop will be ready to serve a diocese with some of the fastest-growing urban areas in 
the nation in a state that is projected to become majority non-white within the next eight years. 

NORTHWEST
DEANERY

NORTHEAST
DEANERY

SOUTHWEST
DEANERY

SOUTHEAST
DEANERY

CENTRAL
DEANERYClick Here or 

See Next Page

Click Here or 
See Next Page

Click Here or 
See Next Page

Click Here or 
See Next Page

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1qafEk2NMkUqkiaSRY79LsFTZXQQsQsCB/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ZxsE6Ve-rRKNlo-Jh2Z8oWRvKaz8sxiq/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-1NmOM1VTxprRCeTVip-ftzJ-sl7mAkN/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1AK2eS5L9Cazyy-YwnxrwVIHas9qG9Y8n/view
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Demographics              CULTURAL & SOCIETAL

Orange County is the largest (in our diocese) with a population of 1.4M and ranks 
5th in population for the state. Some of the fastest population growth is happening 
here. It is home to the city of Orlando, Disney World, SeaWorld, and the 2nd largest 
convention center in the U.S. Visitors from all over the world come here. A likely person 
to encounter in Orange County is 36 years old, renting their home, and lives near at 
least one university or college.

The Hispanic population is increasing at a faster rate in Florida than the rest of the U.S. 
Osceola County is a great example of this growth. 55% of its population is Hispanic. 
The “average” person in this area might be Hispanic, in their mid-30s and speak
Spanish in their home. They may have a professional job in the medical field or in arts 
and entertainment, as these are prevalent industries here.

The Villages is a unique area which stretches across three counties in our Diocese 
(Lake, Sumter and Marion.) The Villages is a retirement community with many 
golf courses and swimming pools. Retirees relocate to The Villages from all over the 
United States. An “average” person here is in her late sixties, white, has moved in from 
a northern state, and owns one car and a golf cart.

Four of our counties (Volusia, Brevard, Indian River, St. Lucie) are along the east 
coast of Florida. The counties are home to beautiful beaches, farming and agriculture, 
quickly growing cities, museums, universities, the Kennedy Space Center, and the 
Daytona International Speedway. The “average” Floridian in these counties is white, 
49 years old, lives near a beach, and might work in architecture.
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Deaneries & Parishes

The Episcopal 
Diocese of 
Central 
Florida 
comprises 81 
congregations 
divided into 
five deaneries across 
15 counties in central Florida. 
It includes over 200 active 
priests, approximately 100 
active deacons, and over 24,000 
parishioners. 

The diocese is subdivided into 
five geographic areas known 
as “deaneries.” Each deanery 
has an elected ordained priest 
that serves as the “dean” of that 
deanery for a three-year term and 
a deanery “president” who is an 
elected lay leader. The deaneries are 
intended to provide a network of geographically 
proximate churches and a support network of peers in 
the priesthood who understand each other’s specific 
ministry settings and work together for the overall well-
being of the entire deanery.

We hope you will explore each individual parish through 
the links provided in the following pages so that you get 
an idea of the Christian witness in worship and ministry 
throughout our diocese.

Parishes in Transition

https://cfdiocese.org/transition-ministry/
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Northwest Deanery

Belleview
St. Mary’s Episcopal Church

Bushnell
St. Francis of Assisi Episcopal Church

Crystal River
St. Anne's Episcopal Church

Dunnellon
Holy Faith Episcopal Church 
Church of the Advent 

Eustis
St. Thomas Episcopal Church 

Fruitland Park
Holy Trinity Episcopal Church

Inverness
St. Margaret's Church

Lecanto
Shepherd of the Hills Church

Leesburg
St. James Church

Mount Dora
St. Edward’s Episcopal Church

Marion, Citrus, 
Sumter & Lake Counties

Ocala
Grace Episcopal Church

Okahumpka
Corpus Christi

The Villages
St. George Episcopal Church 

https://www.stmarysbelleview.org/
https://www.facebook.com/St-Francis-Episcopal-Church-120464764632574/
https://www.stanneschurchcr.org/
https://www.facebook.com/HolyFaithEpiscopal/
https://www.adventepiscopal.net/
https://stthomaseustis.com/
https://www.holytrinityfp.com/
http://www.stmaggie.org/
http://sothec.org/
https://stjames-leesburg.org/index1.html?
https://www.stedwardsepiscopal.com/
https://www.graceocala.org/
http://www.corpuschristiepiscopal.org/
https://stgeorge-episcopal.net/
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Northeast Deanery

Daytona Beach
St. Mary’s Episcopal Church
St. Timothy’s Episcopal Church

DeLand
Church of the Holy Presence
St. Barnabas Church 

Enterprise
All Saints’ Episcopal Church

New Smyrna Beach
St. Paul’s Church
St. Peter the Fisherman Church

Orange City
St. Jude’s Church

Ormond Beach
Church of the Holy Child
St. James Episcopal Church

Port Orange
Grace Episcopal Church 

Volusia County

http://stmarysdaytona.org/
https://www.facebook.com/St-Timothys-Episcopal-Church-Daytona-Beach-408122506016887/
https://holypresencedeland.com/
https://www.stbarnabaschurchdeland.org/
https://ascenterprise.org/
http://www.stpaulsnsb.org/
https://www.stpetersnet.net/
https://www.stjudescentralflorida.org/
https://holychild.us/
https://www.stjamesobfl.org/
https://www.graceepiscopalportorange.org/
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Apopka
Church of the Holy Spirit

Clermont
St. Matthias Episcopal Church

Horizons West
All Souls

Kissimmee
St. John’s Episcopal Church

Lake Mary
St. Peter’s Church

Longwood
Christ Episcopal Church
Church of the Resurrection

Maitland
Church of the Good Shepherd

Orlando
Cathedral Church of St. Luke
Christ the King Episcopal Church 
Church of the Ascension
Emmanuel Episcopal Church
Church of the Holy Family
Iglesia Episcopal San Cristobal (No website available)

Iglesia Episcopal Jesús de Nazaret 
St. John-the-Baptist Church
St. Mary of the Angels Episcopal Church
St. Matthew’s Episcopal Church
St. Michael’s Episcopal Church

Oviedo
Church of the Incarnation

Sanford
Holy Cross Episcopal Church

St. Cloud
Church of St. Luke and St. Peter

Winter Garden
Church of the Messiah

Winter Park
All Saints Church
St. Richard’s Episcopal Church 

LAKE

OSCEOLA

ORANGE

SEMINOLE
Oviedo
Incarnation
Cantebury 
Conference Center

12
3

Clermont
St. Matthias

Horizon West
All Souls

St. Cloud
St. Luke & St. Peter

Apopka
Holy Spirit 4

5

6

7

Seminole, Orange, Osceola  
& South Lake Counties

 

Central Deanery

https://holyspiritapopka.com/
https://stmatthiasfl.com/
https://allsoulsfl.org/
https://www.stjohnschurch.net/
https://stpeterslakemary.org/
https://www.christchurchlongwood.com/
https://www.resurrectionlongwood.org/
https://goodshepherdmaitland.com/
https://www.ccslorlando.org/
https://ctkcfl.com/
https://ascension-orlando.org/
https://emmanuelepiscopal.net/
http://www.holyfamilychurch.info/
https://iglesiaorlando.com/
https://episcopalsaintjohn.com/
https://www.stmaryangels.org/
https://www.stmatthewsorlando.org/
https://stmichaelschurch.com/
https://www.incarnationcfl.com/
https://www.sanfordholycrossepiscopal.com/
https://www.slspepiscopalchurch.org/
https://churchofthemessiah.com/
https://www.allsaintswinterpark.org/
http://www.strichards.org/
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Polk, Hardee, 
& Highland Counties

Southwest Deanery

Auburndale
St. Alban’s Church

Avon Park
Church of the Redeemer (No website available) 

Bartow
Holy Trinity Episcopal Church

Fort Meade
Christ Church

Haines City
St. Mark’s Episcopal Church

Lake Placid
St. Francis of Assisi Church

Lake Wales
Church of the Good Shepherd

Lakeland
All Saints’ Church
Christ the King Church 
St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church

Sebring
St. Agnes Episcopal Church

Winter Haven
Holy Cross Church

Winter Haven
St. Paul’s Church 

http://www.stalbansauburndale.com/
https://www.holytrinitybartow.com/
https://www.christchurchfortmeade.com/
https://www.stmarkshc.com/
https://www.stfrancislpfla.com/
https://gslw.org/
https://www.allsaintsweb.org/
https://www.christthekinglakeland.com/
https://www.facebook.com/ststchurch/
http://stagnessebring.org/
https://holycrosswinterhaven.com/
https://www.spwhfl.com/


21DIOCESAN PROFILE

Brevard, Indian River, 
St Lucie & Okeechobee 
Counties

 

Southeast Deanery

Cocoa
St. Mark’s Church

Cocoa Beach
St. David’s-by-the-Sea Church

Fort Pierce
St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church
St. Simon the Cyrenian Church

Melbourne
Holy Trinity Episcopal Church
Christ Episcopal Church of Suntree Viera
St. John’s Church
St. Sebastian’s-by-the-Sea

Merritt Island
St. Luke’s Episcopal Church

Okeechobee
Church of Our Saviour

Palm Bay
Church of Our Savior
Church of the Blessed Redeemer

Port St. Lucie
Church of the Nativity
Holy Faith Church

Satellite Beach
Church of the Holy Apostles

Sebastian
St. Elizabeth’s Episcopal Church

Titusville
St. Gabriel’s Episcopal Church

Vero Beach
St. Augustine of Canterbury Episcopal Church 
Trinity Episcopal Church 

https://www.stmarkscocoa.org/
https://www.stdavidsbythesea.org/
https://www.mystandrews.org/
http://www.cfdiocese.org/stsimon/a-brief-history/
http://holytrinitymelbourne.org/
https://www.cecsuntreeviera.org/
https://stjohnsmlb.org/
https://saintsebastians.com/
https://www.stlukesmi.org/
https://churchofoursaviourokeechobee.org/
https://oursaviorpalmbay.org/wordpress/
https://www.blessedredeemerpb.org/
https://nativitypsl.com/
https://holyfaithpsl.org/
https://www.holyapostles-sbfl.org/
https://www.stelizabethssebastian.org/
https://stgabriels.church/
https://www.staugustinevero.com/
https://trinityvero.org/
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*    These graphs are from The Episcopal Church’s website and have been generated from Parochial  
Report information

Participation & Giving Trends*
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Participation & Giving Trends*
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Bishop Brewer’s Address to the 53rd Annual Diocesan Convention 
highlighting a number of diocesan ministries

Diocesan Commissions, 
Ministries & Schools*

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gmEQ2ptdgFE
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Diocesan Commissions, 
Ministries & Schools*

*  This list is taken from the most recent Diocesan Journal and Diocesan Website. There is a rich diversity of 
ministries represented throughout our diocese at the parish level. There are also parishes that have partnered with 
others to provide outreach ministries. We pray that you will fully explore each parish’s website through the links 
provided on pg, 17-21 

Learn more

Learn more

Learn more

Bishop Gray Retirement Foundation Brings Hope 
The Bishop Gray Retirement Foundation’s mission is to provide financial 

assistance for reasonable housing and healthcare, to elderly Episcopalians 

from the Southeast, Southwest, and Central Dioceses of Florida, who have 

faithfully served their parish or diocese. The funds are to be used only for those 

who can demonstrate a financial need. 

Camp Wingmann
Camp Wingmann is a beautiful and holy place set aside for children, youth 

and adults in the hope that they will meet Jesus and grow in their faith. Our 

desire is for our participants to discover that Christianity is fun and that the 

most important thing they can do is put Christ at the center of their lives. 

Camp Wingmann provides high energy character building camp activities in 

Avon Park, FL. 

Canterbury Retreat & Conference Center
Canterbury is a full service retreat and conference center in the heart of central 

Florida offering an alternative to the ordinary conference center. Canterbury’s 

charm helps make every event memorable. Nestled on 48 beautifully wooded 

acres with Lake Gem as its centerpiece, while you’re at Canterbury you might 

enjoy quiet time on our dock, our mile long nature trail, or a restful tour of 

Lake Gem in one of our canoes, kayaks or paddle-boats.

https://www.bgrfoundation.org/
https://www.campwingmann.org/
https://canterburyretreat.org/
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Learn more

Learn more

Learn more

Cursillo Commission
The Cursillo movement’s purpose is to help those in the church understand 

their individual calling to be Christian leaders through the use of a specific 

method that equips and encourages those Christian leaders to live out their 

Baptismal Covenant to serve Christ. The Central Florida Cursillo website 

provides information, resources and community for those seeking to live the 

rest of their lives in the faith of Jesus Christ.

Daughters of the King (DOK)
The Diocesan Assembly of Central Florida (CFL Assembly) is affiliated with the 

Diocese of Central Florida, and it is comprised of five Deaneries: Northwest, 

Northeast, Central, Southeast and Southwest. Our chapters span 15 counties 

throughout central Florida – from Crystal River, Ocala and Ormond Beach to 

the north down to Port St. Lucie, Okeechobee and Lake Placid to the south, 

including Metropolitan Orlando, the Atlantic beaches, and the Space Coast. 

Diocesan Altar Guild
The Altar Guild (AG) is responsible for ensuring that church elements are 

prepared for each service. We are the “Guardians of the Sacred Spaces and 

Sacred Elements.” We have the privilege of handling holy things as we clean 

and maintain the elements and sacred space. The AG ministry is tailored for 

each church and each service. The size of a church’s AG is determined by the 

number of services each week and the needs of the priest. 

Episcopal Church Women
ECW is a volunteer organization that creates a legacy for Episcopal Church 

Women to lead future generations with stewardship in Christ. Locally, we 

are focused on collecting food for food banks; raising awareness of human 

trafficking; and, the creation of Imagination Library which provides books to 

schools and makes books available in the community through Little Library 

structures placed outside of businesses.

Learn more

Diocesan Commissions, Ministries & Schools

https://www.cfepiscopalcursillo.org/
https://dokcentralfl.org/
https://cfdiocese.org/diocesan-altar-guild/
https://dokcentralfl.org/
https://ecwnational.org/
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Learn more

Learn More

Hispanic Commission
The Hispanic Commission of the Diocese of Central Florida is the main 

instrument of support and unity between the Bishop, the Canon to Hispanic 

Ministries, the diocese, and our diverse Hispanic ministries. As a diocesan 

commission, the Hispanic Commission exists to facilitate communication 

and assist our Hispanic congregations to grow and develop new leaders. 

Its membership is comprised of the clergy and lay leaders serving our 

outreaches, ministries, and congregations serving the Hispanic community. 

The commission also functions to support the social outreaches of each 

congregation and ministry as well as provide strategic vision to our 

ministries during a time that central Florida is experiencing demographic 

change and welcoming large numbers of new neighbors from Latin America. 

The past five years have had the commission focused on welcoming the large 

numbers of newly arrived neighbors primarily from Puerto Rico, Venezuela, 

Colombia, and Mexico. The commission also serves Portuguese speaking 

communities from Brazil.

Honduras Commission
The Central Florida Honduras Commission was established by the Episcopal 

Diocese of Central Florida to support, encourage and enable the mutual 

ministry between the Diocese of Central Florida and the Diocese of Honduras.

The Commission is actively involved in teaching, training, equipping 

those interested in serving, promoting seminars, workshops,  pilgrimages, 

facilitating the networking of ministries in Honduras and serving as a conduit 

for Honduras communication.

Learn More

Institute for Christian Studies

ICS provides live and on-line spiritual INFORMATION, education, and training. Our 

courses are diverse and developed to help you grow in your faith. ICS is a place for 

ANYONE who wants to learn ad grow deeper.

Diocesan Commissions, Ministries & Schools

https://www.facebook.com/HispanosEpiscopales/?ref=page_internal
https://www.facebook.com/HispanosEpiscopales/
http://www.hondurascommission.com/
http://icscourses.org/
http://icscourses.org/
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St. Mark’s Episcopal Academy, Cocoa
St. Mark’s Episcopal Academy is a private, Episcopal elementary school located 

in the heart of Historic Downtown Cocoa Village along Florida’s Space Coast. 

The Academy welcomes students in pre-kindergarten through 6th grade to 

it’s waterfront campus on the Indian River. St. Mark’s is known for its close-

knit learning community that feels like family. Teachers are highly qualified, 

degreed, and certified in field. Students are challenged and encouraged to 

exercise the skills they learn and apply them to real-world experiences.

St. Barnabas Episcopal School, Deland
At St. Barnabas Episcopal School, our educational philosophy is that each 

student reaches his or her full academic potential in a student-centered 

environment, where each student is embraced, nurtured, and respected 

as a unique child of God. Empowering our students to gain a solid 

understanding of their moral and ethical obligations as members of our 

society is equally important. 

Residency Program
Like doctors who train as residents in teaching hospitals after medical school, 

the next generation of priests need hands-on experience under the guidance of 

seasoned leaders. During a paid residency with full benefits, these new clergy 

will minister in a church while developing the tools to dynamically teach, 

preach, serve the community and lead God’s people. After two to three years, 

they are sent out prepared to meet the demands of ministry today.

The Canon Nelson Pinder UBE Chapter of Central 
Florida 
The Union of Black Episcopalians stands in the continuing tradition of more 

than 200 years of Black leadership in the Episcopal Church.

The Union of Black Episcopalians is a confederation of more than 55 chapters 

and interest groups throughout the continental United States and the 

Caribbean. The Union also has members in Canada, Africa and Latin America.

Diocesan Commissions, Ministries & Schools

Learn more

Learn more

Learn more

Learn more

https://www.ube.org/Southern%20Region/central-florida-chapter.html
https://cfresidency.org/
https://cfresidency.org/
https://stmarksacademy.org/
https://sbesyes.org/
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Holy Trinity Episcopal Academy, Melbourne 

Holy Trinity Episcopal Academy’s college-preparatory program for preschool 

through twelfth grade emphasizes educating the whole child – mind, body 

and spirit – enabling students to “Start Here. Go Anywhere.”

St. Peter’s Pre-School & Kindergarten, Lake Mary
 St. Peter’s Preschool and Kindergarten’s mission is to demonstrate and teach 

the greatest commandment: “Love the Lord your God with all your heart, all 

of your soul, and all of your mind” (Matthew 22:37. We do this by providing a 

safe, loving and engaging Christian environment where children can learn and 

grow through active lessons, positive relationships and fun experiences. 

Holy Trinity Episcopal School, Fruitland Park
Holy Trinity Episcopal School is a private, not-for-profit school founded 

in 1996 as a ministry of Holy Trinity Episcopal Church in Fruitland Park, 

Lake County, Florida. We are housed on the campus of this beautiful, 

historic church. HTES is a diverse and welcoming Christian community that 

accommodates children and families of any faith, origin, or background. We 

offer a faith-based educational program that values good citizenship, sound 

character, and scholarly learning. 

St. Andrew’s Episcopal School, Fort Pierce
A place where STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts and 

Math) lessons and student driven problem solving, critical thinking, 

entrepreneurship and leadership, moves from practice and theory to 

implementation. A place where education provides not only these vital 

competencies, but the soft skills of teamwork, collaboration and community 

involvement. That place is St. Andrew’s Episcopal Academy.

Diocesan Commissions, Ministries & Schools

Learn more

Learn more

Learn more

Learn more

https://staacademy.org/
https://www.htepiscopalschool.org/
https://stpeterslakemaryschool.org/
https://www.htacademy.org/
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St. Michael’s Pre-School, Orlando
We believe in developing the whole child not only through a set curriculum 

but also through a “play based” approach. Our curriculum, Handwriting 

WithOut Tears, addresses the language, literacy, handwriting, reading and 

math components of our curriculum. In addition, we incorporate science, 

which includes sensory and discovery experiences both inside and outside the 

classroom and a spiritual curriculum which is based on Preschooler’s and The 

Children’s Bible.

St. Edward’s School, Vero Beach
Saint Edward’s has grown and flourished as one of the best Florida 

independent schools since its founding in 1965 as a day school for students 

seeking a superior college-preparatory education. Saint Edward’s students 

benefit from small class sizes and our superior faculty who are dedicated 

to involvement and excellence in teaching. Our expectations for student 

achievement are high, and our students rise to the occasion. 

St. Mary of the Angels Pre-School, Orlando
St. Mary’s Preschool’s philosophy is based on theorist, Jean Piaget, Lev 

Vygotsky and the early childhood movement from Reggio Emilia. We believe 

that children benefit from practices that are grounded in research; this is why 

we choose to use a Developmentally Appropriate Curriculum that enhances 

social, emotional, physical, and intellectual growth through play.

St. Edward’s Episcopal Pre-School, Mount Dora
St. Edward’s Preschool and VPK believes that a nurturing environment allows 

a young child to feel safe and comfortable and encourages the development 

of a positive self-concept. A stimulating, hands-on learning environment 

with developmentally appropriate materials enhances play and exploration, 

encourages social and emotional development, and supports physical 

development.

Diocesan Commissions, Ministries & Schools

Learn more

Learn more

Learn more

Learn more

https://www.stedpreschool.com/
https://stmaryspreschool.org/
https://stmichaelschurch.com/pre-school/letter-from-our-director/
https://www.steds.org/#/
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Trinity Preparatory School, Winter Park 

Trinity Prep students strive to make a difference at school, in their 

communities and throughout the Orlando-metro area. Building homes with 

Habitat for Humanity is among their biggest passions.

All Saints School, Winter Park
All Saints School is committed to the safety and wellness of its community. 

Our COVID-19 protocols are continually updated with guidance from the 

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, Florida Department of Health in 

Orange County, medical consultants, and church and Diocesan leadership.

All Saints’ Academy, Winter Haven
At All Saints Academy, our #1 goal is to prepare your student to succeed in 

tomorrow’s world. We pursue that vision through rigorous college preparation 

in a Preschool - 12th environment. Exemplifying Judeo-Christian values 

within an Episcopal tradition, we welcome students of all racial, cultural, and 

religious backgrounds. ASA is conveniently located between Lakeland and 

Winter Haven.

Children of the Messiah Pre-School, Winter Garden
Philosophy: “For theirs is the kingdom of Heaven” Matthew 19:34

This is the foundation of our preschool Ministry. Jesus said, “Let the little 

children come to me and do not hinder them, for the Kingdom of heaven 

belongs to such as these.”

Diocesan Commissions, Ministries & Schools

Learn more

Learn more

Learn more

Learn more

https://churchofthemessiah.com/preschool/
https://www.allsaintsacademy.com/
https://allsaintsschoolwp.com/
https://www.trinityprep.org/
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Trinity Episcopal Church and School, Vero Beach
Trinity Episcopal Church is a friendly and fast growing parish of the 

Worldwide Anglican Communion recognized by the Archbishop of 

Canterbury. Our mission is to preach the Gospel of Jesus Christ through 

traditional worship and Biblical preaching in a family-focused environment. 

Trinity Episcopal Church embraces Orthodox Christianity through worship, 

liturgical music and common prayer.

Diocesan Commissions, Ministries & Schools

Learn more

https://trinityvero.org/
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* Details of the recommended Budget for 2022 can be found 
on the Diocesan website

Diocesan Finances

2022 Total Amount in $

Outreach 20% $553,300

Ministry 25% $693,600

Administrative 10% $278,775

Staff 45% $1,273,325

TOTAL $2,799,000

4 5%

25%

20%

10%

Outreach

Ministry

Administrative

Staff

Diocese Of Central Florida
2022 Recommended Budget

https://cfdiocese.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/2022-RECOMMENDED-OPERATING-BUDGET-UPDATE-Summary-line-6.pdf
https://cfdiocese.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/2022-RECOMMENDED-OPERATING-BUDGET-UPDATE-Summary-line-6.pdf
https://cfdiocese.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/2022-RECOMMENDED-OPERATING-BUDGET-UPDATE-Summary-line-6.pdf
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Discernment Meeting Results

In preparation for our bishop search process, our search committee hosted discernment meetings 
in each of our five deaneries, engaging with and listening to the laity and clergy of our diocese. 
After some reflection on the biblical and traditional foundations of the episcopate, our meetings 
focused on four questions: 
 
1. What are we good at?
2. Where can we improve?
3. What are our priorities for the next 10-20 years?
4. What qualities do we seek in our next bishop?
 
Hundreds of members from across our diocese provided their input, both in person and through 
our search committee’s website. While our diocese is hardly monolithic, this process revealed 
many common themes and shared priorities.

Here is what we discovered.
 
Starting with that last question.

What qualities do we seek in our next bishop?

We are seeking a Christ-centered, prayerful individual committed to faithful teaching and 
preaching. The majority of our diocese desires a bishop who loves the Scriptures and adheres 
to a traditional interpretation of the Bible in faith and morals. In these polarizing times we 
hope our bishop will be able to set aside politics as much as possible, and gather us around the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ.
 
We have a strong desire to know and be known by our bishop; we seek a listener who will be 
highly visible and communicate regularly with our parishes.
 
We seek a shepherd who is welcoming and inclusive, compassionate and pastoral. One who is 
approachable, humble, honest, caring, and loving.
 
We seek a visionary leader, able to unite us in our faith and prioritize the growth of our parishes.
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Discernment Meeting Results

What are we good at?

Our strengths include faithfulness to Holy Scripture, and a love for the liturgy and traditions of 
our Anglican heritage. We aim to be a light for Christ in our communities.

We are a loving, hospitable diocese.

We have a rich history of outreach to the poor and needy, locally, nationally, and internationally. 

We are a generous, responsive diocese.

We are especially grateful for our Daughters of the King involvement, youth ministry, music, 
Canterbury Retreat Center, Camp Wingmann for youth, our schools, and Cursillo. 

We are effective in recruiting vocations to the diaconate and priesthood.

How can we improve?

In maintaining our commitment to Scripture and tradition, we see opportunity to develop a 
shared vision for the future of our diocese. We especially wish to grow in our ability to focus on 
Jesus in the midst of a busy and increasingly chaotic and conflicted world.

Like many we lament the loss of recent generations to secularism, and long to reach younger 
generations and grow our parishes.

We hope our parishes will become better connected, supporting and encouraging one another.
We need to grow in our ability to do more than write checks, learning to engage personally in 
outreach and service.

We see a need for leadership development across our diocese, for clergy and laity. This is true of 
our diocesan staff as well, who desire more structure and refinement as a team.

Our Spanish-speaking congregations have a strong desire for greater inclusion and involvement 
at the diocesan level, and for more Spanish-language communications from our diocesan office. 
There is also a strong desire across the diocese for greater efforts in reaching not only central 
Florida’s growing Hispanic population, but other under-represented ethnic communities as well. 
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Discernment Meeting Results

What are our priorities for the next 10-20 years?

Parish growth and development is an urgent priority, especially in young families and college 
ministry. 

We need to grow as evangelists, developing greater love for Christ and in our ability to share that 
light with others. This is especially true in reaching across ethnic and cultural boundaries.

We wish to remain steadfast in our adherence to the faith and traditions handed down to us.

We want to build on our success in attracting and raising up godly and faithful clergy.
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Conclusion

Thank you
 for taking the time to review our profile. 

If you believe you are called to be our next Bishop, please e-mail the Chair of our Search 
Committee, Fr. Chris Rodriguez at nominations@dcfsearch.org for an application form.
Note that per the Charge to the Search Committee, “All applicants must be nominated by a priest 
canonically resident in the Diocese of Central Florida and another communicant in good standing 
(lay or ordained) from the Diocese of Central Florida”. 

These letters of nomination can be made at any time during the nomination process, and their 
names will be included in your completed application.

May our Lord bless your discernment.

mailto:nominations%40dcfsearch.org%20%20?subject=
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